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young ladies of honour were put under her
The King was at this time young and gallant.
long as he held aloof from the chamber of the
ladies, Madame de Navailles meddled not, but she
her eye fixed upori all that she controlled. She
perceived that the King was beginning to amuse
self, and immediately after she found that a door had s4^*""
cretly been made into the chamber of the young ladie^5 *
that this door communicated with a staircase by whid1
the King mounted into the room at night, and w*1^
hidden during the day by the back of a bed plac^ *
against it. Upon this Madame de Navailles
counsel with her husband. On one side was
and honour, on the other, the King's anger, disgrace* *
and exile. The husband and wife did not long hesi"~
tate. Madame de Navailles at once took her meas-
ures,'and so well, that in a few hours one evening
door was entirely closed up. During the same
the King, thinking to enter as usual by the little stair-
case, was much surprised to no longer find a door.
He groped, he searched, he could not comprehend tli<~*
disappearance of the door, or by what means it ha*l
become wall again. Anger seized him; he doubted
not that the door had been closed by Madame cle
Navailles and her husband. He soon found that stioli
was the case, and on the instant stripped them of al-
most all their offices, and exiled them from the Court.
The exile was not long; the Queen-mother on her
death-bed implored him to receive back Monsieur ami
Madame de Navailles, and he could not refuse. They
returned, and M. de Navailles nine years afterwards
was made Marechal of France. After this Madame do